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Bob Wilson, KK4XA
Club President

Hello, everyone. | hope this writing finds you we
Finding one well these days is a powerful statenr
as we are fully ito the COVID19 era. | just
completed a one hour meeting with the club s
members. Not literally meeting in person, but vie
conference call. My, how things have changed

Quite frankly I am alittle nervous ago how things
are going to changeSome things | can imagine
already while there are some things yet to
determined by the outcome of this crazy vin
Changeseems to be the topic of our lives these de
The order of the day iadaptation and modificatiol
of our lifestyle while trying to m@main calm

One thing t hathowessis bam
radio. Bm not referring to thetechnical aspects
although aswe know that has certainly change:
through the yeardNo, | an referring to the persone
side ofham radio, and The Radio Amateuts Cale
certainly has much to say to us about that in th
strange times.

From The
Find a Way to Do Your Part

Pr i

The Code is the doctrine we as hams should live
It is basically six simple words that should be e:
to rememberAs | reviewedit, oneword that stuck
outto me wadPATRIOTIC.

These days we simply need to be ready to se
Now is a time to be of service to our country a
community in ways that werpobabl y h
thought ofbeforenow. Sure there may be ways t
use ham radio in the community for
communications Aside from that we need to L
ready to serve in a capacity that is perhaps out
our comfort zone. | encourage you to ask your:
how you can make a differencelt could beas
simple as taking the time to listen to someone wh
dealing with a crisis or even the illness itse
Maybe you could get those groceries for an elde
neighbor. Pick up a prescription even or sup
some bod.1 & m sure you can
h a v eNow is the time. Until next time, take ca
of yourself and stay healthy!

The
The Radio Amateur is

CONSIDERATHEe/She never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL.He/She offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, the IARU Radio Society
his/her country, through which Amateur Radio in his/her country is represented nationally and internation

PROGRESSIVHe/She keps his/her station up to date. It is wddlilt and efficient. His/Her operating practice is abo

reproach.

FRIENDLYHe/She operates slowly and patiently when requested; offers friendly advice and counsel to beginners
assistance, cooperaticand consideration for the interests of others. These are the marks of the amateur spirit.

BALANCEDRadio is a hobby, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or community.
PATRIOTICHis/Her station and skills are always readystenvice to country and community

- adapted from the original Amateur's Code, written by Paul M. Segal, WOEEA, in 1928

Radi o

Amateur ds Code
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Guest Editorial

by Jeff Davis, KEQV

9 RA (i 2 NIDRas tieénhim$ good fortune to connect with a number of hams across the nation and around the world through
social media. One of my favorites on Twitter is Jeff Davis, KE&8¥d in Muncie, IN ghnot only tweets often, but
he al® maintains a ham radio blog that is usually quite insightful. My sincere appreciation to Jeff for allowing me t

reprint his latest blogntry as a guest editorial. | think you will find it a worttympanioni 2

keythis month.

Ham radio enthusiasts prepare for all manner
natural disasters like floods, hurricanes, torna
storms, anything that causes normal communica
channels to temporari/l
is a viral global pandemic along with a comple

shtu d own of busi ness an
think we do. |l &m not [
service aspects of t h

enough Field Day events to understand its risks,
the potato salad left too long in the sun.

Thi s falmganburpartl 6ve f ouni
any ARRL Handbookto address # current
situation. The ways we might provide service to ¢
communities in this new reality are just going
have to be worked out as we go along.

The power of wireless commumitton has always
been its ability to call for help. Like when

hurricane hits some large coastal area, re
amateurs can stand in any gaps in the exis
infrastructure and call for help, relay messages,
The necessary element being that therensesother
pl ace, farther away, t
and capable of sending assistance. But if the st
hits everywhere with equal ferocity, who do you ¢
for help?

I n our current situat:.
to bring help and thaends to neutralize our uniqu
power to shrink distance.

Of course the hobby provides us something to
while stuck at home, and the ability to communic
with other hams can soften the pangs of so
isolation.

| 6ve heard repor tthat lbcal
repeater traffic is way up. General welfare nets
popping up all over to check on elder hams anc
make certain they have what they need. Thesesk
of activities begin at the intersection of kindness
radio, and | hope these persishdoafter this viral
episode has subsided.
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Too often our intense focus on DX andntesting
makes contact with those in faraway places s¢
more highly valued than those in our ov
community. Perhaps this will change. The conc
of hanging out on two meters seems oddsbme,
especially when our time could be spent filling t
log with endless, vapid contacts. But we can

back to local commmnications and we might ever
make a few new friends in the process who we ne
knew lived so closé friends who one day we wiil
meet for coffee. We might even do that using |
simplex and that might become a thing again!

|l 6m not trying to tell

find ourselves in a unique time where all the me
DXpeditions are postponed and all the ra
conference, hamfests, and conventions ¢
canceled. Radio contests continue, but with
multi-operators piled high in some milliedollar

superstation. I n all I
Field Day with your club this time around. We ne
a reason to be radio ae and we must be creativ
or risk wasting an awful lot of what looks exact

l i ke Afreed ti me.

73, stay wellandwash youw hands.

Y9+t Qa 0A2Y

LQ@S 6SSy + tAO0SyasSR FYIFGS
2OSNJ GKSaS Yl ye @& Sintddsting facéts
F¥F2NRSR o6& (KA& 3ANBIG K20«
a teen, husband, father, grandfather, and | expect even m
FNRBY Al ¢6KSYy L NBGANB® LGQ.
for me.

Jeff mentions the recent surge in local repeater use, as
well as a rise in welfare nets.

Our club president, KK4XA, was ahead of the curve
running a morning welfare net on the club repeater for
several months now. Participation has grown just in the
last two weeks.

I f you havendt already, plesg
Friday on 146.655 MHz at 9:00 a.m. EDT.
Plus, throughout the day, there are usually half a dozen

or more club members monitoring at any given time.
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Steve Carpenter, K4ADXV

Newsletter Editor

In the past haverequested material for the newslett
at clubmeetings,on the net and here in this column
Many have stepped uf contribute and | appreciate
it. Their contributions give our newslettar level of
value it would not otherwise havelowever, lalways
need more, and it would be nice to have a variety
contributors.

| find that most members are reluctant dontribute
because they have convinced themselves of on
more of the following:

1.L R Engwwihat to write.

2. L R BayeQiie

3.1QY y24 | g NRGSNWD
4. Somebody else will do it.

Well, let me address each of those and help you lea
how youcan write for the newsletter

10 L kio# wiatto write.

| heardthis for decades in the classroom. In rect
years we solved the problem for students by giv
them writing prompts. 1
can give you a list to start frofin mostly topics that
have never appeared in our pages.

26 ¢2X

X R &nydigital mode (F8, RTTY, etc.)

Xuse good repeater etiquette

XaSl dzLJ FyR YIFylF3aS |y [ht¢
XAYLINRGS 1 C {{. 2LISNIiAZ2Y
X & 2 NJ -m@dédn dortests or for a DXpediti¢and why)
XLI NGAOALI GS Ay =1 C 0O2yidS

XLdzi G23SGKSNJF the¢! 2N 2
Xdo anything else you can think of!
Other(XI yR AG OFy 06S IR ONAS

>Howand why yoltbecame a ham

>A project (underway or completed)

>Any accomplishment (workeall stations in a mukspecial
event earnedWASDXCGCetc.; placed in a contest; etc.)
>Got a new piece of equipment? Write up a review!
>Worked a new mode? (satellites maybe?) Tell us abou
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Edit or s

How to Write for theQub Newsletter

20 L R2y Qi KIFI@S GAYSO

Think of writing as a process rather than an eventd
a few minutes every day to work on your piece, e
as little as 15 0”20 minutes. You will be surprise:
what you can turn out in five days at that rate. Sp
your first session sketching out your g c e .
worry about an outline; just do a list of points yt
want to coverThen decide on the most logical order
present them.

3.LQY y24 | égNARGSNWD

| spent 40 years teaching teenagers to write, so

me é | get it And I ed.«
However, y ou donot ha\w
Hemi ngway here. I pl ay
but that doesnot stop r

what | said in point 2 about making a list of points &
deciding on an order, the only thing thate# lis to be
able to write in complete sentencdsh at 6 s t
skill set you needDon 6t worry abo
or even grammar . iWwhithése
things.And if you contribute somethingtudy how it
gets editedMany years ago, | was at loggerheads w
an old sports editor who kept hacking my stuff (
Finally, he said, ifRead
yours. o0 When | starteéo
will you, and that will build your confidence ti
contribute again

4. Somebody else will do it.

Wel | , maybe, and maybe
articles from a member in my files ready to gadoir
future 1issues, but that
bottom of the barr eibutetd®
the club beyond just paying your dues. In addition
helping create a quality newsletter, your contributi
will perhaps encourage or educate other hams

Finally, 1 will leave you with a quote Bill Nye share
from one of [Bvergme gau ovill ever
me et knows somet hidongrowu:
somethinof value to the club. Please share it.
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ARRL — the national asscciation for Amateur Radio™

FIADIOGRAM

From

Events and Happenings

All SMARC Members

RE:
General Club Information

t he Club

Until further notice, all inperson club events are canceled.

Club Nets

Unless otherwise noted, the following nets meet on
cl ub 6 s 2\mMét€ kepeater.
(146.655 MHz; Offset600; Tone: 100.0 Hz)

Regular SMAR®/eekly Net
17 Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. EDT (2300 UTC)
1 If the club repeater is down, the wetl meet on the
WBA4GBI at 146.625 MHZ No Tone

If you have questions or concerns regardingwieekly net,
or if you would like to serve as a net control station (NC
contact net managerMelvin  Turner, WB5KSM at
wb5ksm88@att.net.

KK4XA Daily Welfarblet
1 Mon. Fri. at 9:00 a.m. EDT 9:00 (1300 UTC)

SMARC Online

Club Web Sitewww.w4olb.org
I Facebook: Search fo@w4olb

Frequently Used Local Frequencie

WA40LB Club Repeater
146.655+.055 MHz
Tone: 100 Hz

Club Backup Repeater
WB4GBI
146.625+.025 MHz

No Tone

Radio Amateur Club of Knoxville Repeater
W4BBB

147.300/+.900

No Tone

SKYWARN District 5 Weather Emergency Net
(Anderson, Blount, Campbell, Knox, Loudon, and Union)
WB4GRI146.940£.340 MHz

No Tone

National Weather Service Broadcasts

WXK46 WNG732
162.475 MHz 162.450 MHz
{ KI NLJQa wA R@&d&s Mountain

ateur E‘%@@W

BONMIMINIEATIENS && Tl—:cnnmurv

A WW WPb( Contest, p.
R WPx«AwaF i"xpands'

- . bn the Cover: George Dominick,
WAUWC, of Knoxville, Tennessee.
; X Delalls on page 80.

Flashbackb S SNJ YSY 0o SN& LINE oSMARCemerRk&ryG@mge Domiigk, WK He il W4UWC), wasn
the March, 200&over ofCQ MagazingOh, and check the burst graphic. Remember sunspots?
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Hams Make a Small

World by Melvin Turer, wB5KSM

9 RA (i 2 NInimodh ddin& Mcludéhis articlein this issue since it seemed a bit out of place with the current situation.
But, it has been in my files since October, and, besidedfersa positive message antat may be the most

importantthing we all need to hear right now.

Hams are just about everywhere enjoying tr
hobby, swapping radios, antennas, parts, and ¢
fixing old equipment to work like new. Now, w
even have digital modes that amaze even the ¢
brains. Wedo public service work for any agenc
when needed, and we help in communicatic
during emergencies.

| was always amazed by radio receivers while
grade school. Finally, my uncle gave me the bo
he studied ina NRI course while in the Army.
studiedall those books and got a clear knowledge
those radios, but that jused my appetiteand |
startedf i xi ng everybodyos
school. That started my lifelong career Gollins
Radio in Richardson, Texaswhere 1 was
Technician, Engieering Lab Technician, and the
LeadTechnician. | loved my job as Lead Technici
because it involved going around helping my
workers fix theirradios.l am now 75 years old
retired at age 58, and still fixing those old broadc
band tube radios. lole to bring those old radios
back to life afterthey havenot been turned on fo
maybe 40 + years. The looks on the owa&sesis
the only pay that | need.

While at a meeting at the Blour@ounty Public
Library in Maryville, 1 spotted a 1938 glassed
display with oldviolins and an old table top radio.
suspected it was not in working order, bwvanted
to know for sure. So, found the ownerLinda
Marcus, and talked about antiques until | fina
could bring up the subject of the radio. She Saad t
indeed, it did not work and it belonged to he
Mother, 93 years old, and she was still livihgnade
my request to have a go at repairing Afiter a
lectureabout the sentimental value of the radibe
let me haveit to restore and | went to work
immediately. It was in rather poor shape bwtas
able togetit working.

April2020

| played the radio for about a week and my w
wanted to go with me to take it batk Linda. Sq
off to the library we went. We found Linda righ
away andwhen she saw the radig she exclaimed
AOh, my !'s ol tg oMmotmbkdsto her desk
and she immediately plugged it up and turned it
She was stappyto hear thatittle radio play. iMy
mother will be sqleased she said, smiling.

Then came a surprisd.inda looked at my wife
Sharon, and Sharon loakeat Linda. They knew
eachother. It turned out thatmy wife Sharonand
Li n dlugband Kermit were friends andad
worked together at MaryvilleMiddle School for
nearly 20 yeard.just satback and watatd as Linda
and Sharon had a long warm reunion time

We can say it againhamsmake a small world.

"So Charlie, | guess | had better
think about signing off, as | just
heard a peal of thunder,.."

NO
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First SMARC Fox Hunt by Kurt Meltzer, KC4NX

Foxhunting combines several skillmdio direction finding, VHF propagation, geography and topogra|
mixed in with common sense deductive skills and basic detective work. The "thrill of the hunt'sapg
many people andit is a great way to enjoy some fresh air and fellowship witierohams. Having som
SMARC members skilled in radio direction finding is also useful for those instances when w
experience interference to the club repeaterperhaps when an individual has problems at his or
station

The first of what will fopefully be many club foxhunts was heldSgringbrook Parlon Saturday, March 7
2020. At 9:00 a.m. that morninghid a small batterpowered beacon transmitter at the base of a tree
wooded area of the park. The transmitter emitsne signalingon 147.555 MHz at a power level of 5(
mwW.

By 10:00 a.m. we had fifteen hunters assembled at the pavilion abmqudrter of a mileaway from the
hidden transmitter. | was pleased to see several folks show up who were new to foxhunting and dic
have anyradio direction finding RDF) gear. Tlose folkswere teamed up with others wiad brought
gear. After a short briefing and equipment check, everyone set out on foot in search of the fox.

The first team to locate tHex i in only 17 minutes was Kevin Duplantis, WAKEV and Melvin Turner,
WB5KSM. Kevin is a member of thed®lio Amateur Club of Knoxville and is an experienced foxhur
Melvin, who is new to foxhunting, accompanied Kevin to learn some RDF techniques. Within ab
hour, all tears had located the fox. The weather was perfect and everyone had a great time. Afteew
adjourned to a local restaurant for lunch and discussion.

Anyone interested in learning more about foxhunting is encouraged to attend our next hunt (eéa
announced). No RDF gear? No problem. Just show up and we'll team you up with an experience:
The equipment needed to search for hidden transmitters is inexpensive and easy to construct.
interested in building their own RDF rig may cont&airt Meltzer, KC4NX for detailsvia email at
mrel032@yahoo.com

(L¢ R): NOKMY, K9JU, KN4AVMC, KAAMBERKKAXA, KM4JCH, WAKEV, KCANX, WB7TLW, KN4RYB, WALSM, KO4AN
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World of DX

Get Started Building
Your DX Total

Bob Loving, K9JU
DX Editor

Hello again fellow SMARC membersand wécome back to the fascinating world of DX

In the previous column, | introduced you to wayswoiking a DX contest in search of entities. In this colur
| will depart from the howto in order to show you what we are attempting to attain by making contact wi
entities of the ARRIDX Century Club PXCC) program.Before Logbook of the World, Ind copy QSL cards
were theonly way to confirm contacts with DXCC entitieS.hough no longer necessary for confirmation
contact, QSL cards are still very much in vogue. And fun to receive a card from a faraway locatienen
more so if it is a raentity. In this caserare does not refer to how you like your steak cooked

A rare entity is typically an island or similar terrestrial feature that is spargebited if at all, by more than
sea gulls or penguins. An example is the recent attémnattivate Bouvet Island in the northern area of
Southern Ocean surrounding Antarctiddat entity is so remote and so formidable to approach tha
expedition unfortunately even failed to reach it.

A more indepthdiscussion of QSL cards amdethods of obtaininghemwill be addressed in a subseque
column. For nowhowever,l want to show you some cards and awandthe hope that thphotoswill whet
your appetite to collect a few of your own.

In the photo belowlook closely at the loweright hand cardand you will see the call VP6J from Pitcair
Island.If you recallMutiny on the Bountythis is wherd=letcher Christian and several of the crew hid out w
others from the Bounty sailed to Tahiti. There is a short and interesting aoédbe incident on Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mutiny_on_the_Bounty. The basic DXCC award from the ARRL is the D
Mixed certificate and can be attained by confirming contact with 100 entities or more using any legal r
transmission. fie Mixed award is also band independent.

continued on paa&
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World of DX , continued

Beyond the DXCC Mixed award are single mode awards. There are threedepmtelent DXCC award€W,
Phone and Digital. Phone may include amgice mode from AM to SSB to FM (where allowed). Digital is a
of the digital modesincluding but not limited to RTTY, PSK31, FT8 and the WSdJ$§uite. Digital voice on
the HF bands and SSTV are considered phone m@iR via the internet does not count for any DXC
award issued by the ARRL.

In the photo below, notice threumbered stickers on the certificateth e s e ar e fAendor se
confirm contact with more than 100 entiti@dhe certificatebelowwasissued in 1980; the stickers have be

added over the ensuirygars

There arealso awards for working DXCC on separate bands. These are-mdédpendent and capable
endorsements. The certificates are the same as those for the modes except foafkeiddpy the band

Eventually you may set your sights on the coveted Five Band DX8BDXCC) award. The award is issued
for making and confirming contact with at least 100 entitiealbpands 80M, 40M, 20M, 15M and 10M.

AMATEUR RADIO

continued on page 9
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World of DX |, continued

Endorsemestto the SBDXCC include @0M, 30M, 17M,12M, 6M, and 2M Presently there is no DXCC
award for60 metersA plaque isavailable for 5 BDXCC.

There is more. Bynaking contacts with the entities on the different bands, you are accumwiddaigare
called bandentities. For example, if you contact a Spanish station (EA) on 20M, 15M and 12M, you |
bandentities. Given evoudh time chasing DXwhen the total equals 100fou have achieved the minimur
requirement for the DXCC Challendgghis award is endorsed in steps of 500 band entities.

1 §DXCC
CHALLENGE

R t O. Loving, Jr., K9JU

december 27, 2016,

ARRL

It should be notethat none of these certificates or plagaesfree, and plaquesre obviously morexpensive.
Operators in the United States, its possessams Puerto Rico must be members of the ARRL to participa
the DXCC program and be eligible for the certificates and plaques.

Of course, he ARRL isn't tle only organization to issue DX awards. Associations in other countries
awards. The awards may or may not represent contact with 100 or more entities across tioe thiepenay
be special event stations celebrating a national annivessasly ashte Soviet award pictured below celebrati
the 40" anniversary of the Allied victory in Europe in World War I

There are so many DX awards available from different countries and organizations that it would take a |
list them all. But, as a U.S. ham, you are probably going to want to start where most do with the basic D
award and then go from the@nce ya get startedfichasing wallpapeb,as it is often called, can become qui
addictive. So, if you havenét already, get on
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